
FULCRUM A Newsletter for the European Chapter

Foreword
I’m delighted to write a short foreword to this edition of the ISASC (E) Newsletter, which I hope 
will be the first of many.  Members of our society are widely spread, not just in Europe, but all 
around the world, and we should like you all to feel that you are part of an active and friendly 
community, even if you can only attend meetings very rarely.  Recently the Management 
Committee has produced informal ‘Reports on Meetings’, and the Newsletter is intended to 
continue in that vein.  Ken Govier and John Knights have been the prime movers, and I very happy 
to say that John has agreed to take on the editing of the Newsletter on a regular basis. 
  
All members are asked to send John items of news, announcements, and similar ephemeral material. 
We hope to recruit ‘special correspondents’ who will keep us all up-to-date with current activities, 
such as fairs and auctions.  If you would like to volunteer, please let John or myself know.   

It must be stressed that the Newsletter is in no way a competitor for Equilibrium.  The two 
publications have quite different functions, and we are committed to both of them. Please see my 
note headed ‘Articles for EQM’ later in this Newsletter.  Finally, I am happy to confirm that this 
project will not result in an increase in the membership subscription for 2009.      
Norman Biggs
Chair, ISASC (E)

Hanky Yankee; The October Meeting
 (With apologies to those from below the Mason-Dixon Line and Canada)

The October meeting was a spectacular international occasion. We welcomed a contingent of some 
30 members from the North American Chapter, all of who seemed to be having a great time in 
Britain. The Kegworth meeting was but an interlude in a plethora of other events organised for them 
during their visit, but hopefully it was the highlight (the Baroque charms of Chatsworth can, after 
all, scarcely compare to a bunch of old folk going on about scales).
The ‘Show and Tell’ sessions, put on to demonstrate to the visitors some of our more interesting 
pieces, were a great success.
 We learned about, scales that allowed the hank weight of textile yarns to be calculated, pretty little 
coin scales that were given away with cast iron stoves, the 
joys of testing farmers’ weights on a portable brass beam 
scale and the convolutions of weighing on a, so called, 
Caledonian Balance which surely served to demonstrate 
the advantages of the metric system.

Among the other interesting offerings we had the almost 
obligatory presentation from Jack White, complete with 
hilarious asides and detours as he allegedly talked about a 
glorious harp top butcher’s beamscale with a ceramic 
pillar.
The speaker for the day was our old friend and member of the 
Society, Stewart Hofgartner, antique dealer to the stars (as surely 
only they can afford his prices) and television personality. He 

Norman Biggs regales the 
audience with information 
about Hanks, Leas and 
other Textile stuff



regaled us with a host of Lovejovian yarns about the life of a successful dealer and perhaps, made 
some of us feel a little better by admitting that even he had once failed to spot a valuable item in his 
possession, and sold it on for peanuts.
The Bourse tables bulged with goodies and the usual frenetic dealing was carried on throughout the 
day.
All in all it was a most successful occasion and the opportunity to meet our fellow collectors from 

across the 'pond', made it a day to 
remember!                  
The session was also the occasion for 
the Annual General Meeting and the 
election of the new Committee. Most 
of the members agreed to continue in 
their roles for which, we are all 
grateful. 

Norman Biggs was elected as new 
Chair of the Society, taking over from 
Janet Scarratt who wished to stand 
down. Janet has been an exemplary
Chair and finished her term of office 

on a high note by conducting 
the session with her customary 
charm and grace, keeping 
however, the unruly in 
check with a well aimed 
barb when required. Her 
contribution to the Society 
will continue as she has 
 kindly agreed to continue 
in the role of Meetings 
Secretary.
  
  
  

                                                                                
Articles for Equilibrium

Now that John Knights has taken on the editing of this Newsletter, he has handed over to me his 
responsibilities for liaison between ISASC(E) members and the editor of EQM, Jan Berning.   Jan 
does a brilliant job in producing an interesting, informative and colourful publication, and I am very 
keen to give her our utmost support.  Articles of any length are always welcome, preferably 
accompanied by illustrations. The articles do not have to be the final word on any subject, nor do 
they have to be the result of years of scholarly research – but journalistic excess is discouraged!

ISASC (E) members are encouraged to send their contributions to Jan by email, at the address given 
in the current issue of EQM. As you will see, she prefers to receive the text as an MS Word file, 
with the illustrations as JPG files at 300 dpi resolution.   If any member has difficulty with these 
formats, I shall be happy to help with the details.   I can also advise on the content, but please note 
that I have no editorial function, and Jan has the final decision on all editorial matters.  

Norman Biggs

Stewart Hofgartner 
demonstrates that Antiques  
really are the new Rock and 
Roll Buyer and Seller get  

together for some hard 
bargaining

Members from both sides of the 
Atlantic chat over lunch

The new Chair takes over from his  
predecessor



Members’ Contributions 

Figure 1
    
Have you seen one of these?

The accompanying pictures depict (1) a postcard, sent in 1909, showing the public weighing machine in 
Guildford and  (2) a ticket from a similar machine in Nottingham, issued in 1861.  I believe that a few 
machines, similar to this old 'weighing' bridge, may still exist. I wonder if anyone knows of a surviving 
example of the picturesque octagonal kiosk shown in both pictures.  If so, it would be good to make a 
photographic record, before it is 
demolished to make way for yet 
another supermarket!    

Norman Biggs                          

                                          Figure 2
 Editor’s Note
The octagonal form of these early 
weighbridge huts may owe something to the 
traditional shape of the Toll House that used 
to stand at the entrance to the Turnpike 
Road of a somewhat earlier era. One face 
usually carried the board showing the 
various charges levied on 
users of the road, as also appears to be the case with the weigh-hut.         

 
                                                                           
Ferreting About
Members will recall the previous articles concerning a so-called 
‘Ferret Scale’ found by Gordon Meek, which turned out 
to be a Fishing Scale. Member Andrew Sowry spoke to me 
about that scale and commented that his Great Grandfather was 
involved in the installation of electric wiring in the early days of 
electric lighting. Mostly he worked on rather grand houses and in 

Caergeiliog Toll House,  
Anglesey



order to minimise damage to the fabric and fittings, the wire fitters used ferrets to distribute wiring 
above ceilings and beneath floorboards. Well! Gordon Meek’s find certainly triggered off some 
interesting aspects of scales. Ferret racing and now ferrets used 
for wiring the grand houses of the aristocracy. What next? 
      Ken Govier
Editor’s Note
It would be even more impressive if he had used fish to rewire the houses!
                                                                
 The Art of Weighing

Ancient… 

 The oldest 
representations of the 
beamscale date from the time of Ancient Egypt. In this 
illustration the Jackal headed God Anubis weighs the heart 
of the newly deceased to ascertain whether it is ‘heavy 
with sin’. The heart is weighed against the feather of 
Ma’at, the Goddess of Truth. If the heart is found to be 
lighter than the feather, the soul is allowed to pass into the 
Field of Reeds, an idealised version of Ancient Egyptian 
rural society. The beast Ammut, a kind of crocodile, lion, 
hippo ‘combo’ stands by to devour the rejects. 
The picture comes from a Book of the Dead, a sort of 

Rough Guide to the afterlife, first produced at the end of the Middle Kingdom, in about 1600BC. 
Technically, the beam is a 'Lotus End' device with cord pivots and a rider weight to detect minor 
weight differences. From a Weights and Measures point of view, the heart (complete with canopic 
jar)/feather equivalence looks a bit dodgy.
And Modern
I recently visited an exhibition at the 20-21 Visual Arts Centre in 
Scunthorpe. The work on view was an 'installation' (normally a word 
that makes me reach for my gun), by an artist called Paul Matosic. He 
has taken around 11000 items, which had been ‘metal detected’ by 
one Walter Carlile in and around the Humber Village of South Ferriby 
over the past 20 years. The artist had arranged the items into a Street 
Plan of the town of Scunthorpe as it looked in 1906(some would 
unkindly suggest it hasn’t changed that much in the meantime) The 
pieces of the map are mainly every day items from various times in 
history. Among the cauldron legs, stair rod holders, keys, coins, 
spindle droppers and Dinky Toys, however, there is a block of shield 
shaped lead items that appear to be 16th or 17th century trade 
weights. What do you think? 
John Knights

Contributions can be sent by post (see Membership List) or 
email to johnsknights@btinternet.com

STOP PRESS
Spring Meeting Date 5th April 2009
Venue to be announced
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the Installation

The Matosic 
Installation
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